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Noah Bendix-Balgley
on music

You perform as a soloist,
concertmaster and chamber
musician. Which of these roles
is the most satisfying for you,
and which is the most difficult?

I am very lucky that I am able to perform
regularly in all three of these roles. For
me, they complement each other and keep
me challenged and inspired as a musician.
Each role brings particular joys and
challenges. As a soloist, I need to play

at the highest technical level and present
my own fully developed and realized
interpretation, convincing to the audiences
and to the orchestra with which I play.

As a chamber musician, I must prepare
my own part meticulously, but I also
always have to know what the other
players in the ensemble are doing, so

that we can come to a joint interpretation
and result together, and so that I can

react the moment anything goes
differently in concert than in rehearsal.
As a concertmaster, similarly, I must
know the full score in addition to my own
part. At every moment, I need to have

a great awareness of what is going on in
the big ensemble, in case I need to relay
information through my gestures and
playing. In addition, as a concertmaster,

I have an important role in the orchestra
as a leader among equals. I act as the point
of contact between the orchestra and

the conductor and try to help realise

the interpretation of the conductor, as well
as inspire my colleagues in the orchestra
through my playing and leadership. It
requires constant awareness and action!
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Which composer from the past

is closest to your heart? Is it
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, whose
concerto you will be performing

at the Warsaw Philharmonic?

I find it impossible to pick a favourite
composer - the greatest ones all expressed
essential truths and emotions through
their music in a way that transcends
words. Mozart’s music to me is a miracle:
there are moments in his composi-

tions (including in the Concerto No. 5
which I will perform tonight) when

I must ask myself, ‘How is it possible

for something to be so beautiful?’
Mozart’s writing is alive with pure emo-
tion and character. As a performer it is my
job to bring this to the audience, which is
often a question of not getting in the way
of the perfection of Mozart’s composition!

The Warsaw Philharmonic reserves the right
to change the programme and performers.
It is prohibited to take photos, make videos
and record sound during the concert.

The audience is also kindly requested to
switch off their mobile phones and digital
watch alarms.
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